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Siobhan Henry-Hooker – Co-Director and Lead Teacher


Siobhan Henry-Hooker, Co-Director (2016), received her BS in Elementary Education from the University of Vermont, and joined Stepping Stones in 2001.  She loves the work of developing emergent curriculum for experience-based learning, and spends as much time outdoors with children as possible. She loves exploring science, nature, literacy, and art with young children, as well as helping to support the next wave of educators by mentoring student teachers at Stepping Stones.   Siobhan also has a strong interest in the politics surrounding Early Childhood Educational policy, and is active in many aspects of advocacy for young children, families, and education.  





Heidi Smith, MA. – Co-Director and Licensed Lead Teacher


Heidi Smith, Co-Director (2016), is an experienced early childhood educator and Alum parent of our school who received her Master’s from Bank Street College.  Heidi is a licensed teacher with an early childhood endorsement.  She has worked in a variety of setting ranging from early childhood programs to public schools, and has served several years as the VAEYC Conference Coordinator. Heidi is committed to excellence in early childhood education both as an instructor of adults in the field and among children.


 





Liz Rogers MA - Lead Teacher 


Liz, former director (2011-2015) and teacher since 1991, has a BA in Philosophy from University College Dublin and an MA in Human Development specializing in Early Childhood from Pacific Oaks College. Liz served as adjunct instructor with Pacific Oaks College from 2006-13. Her vision of excellence and tireless pursuit of meaningful practice shapes much of our philosophy and collaborative teaching style.    Inspired by Emergent Curriculum and the Reggio Emilia Approach, Liz supports children’s learning and wellbeing through her practices of observation, documentation, and reflection.  Her teaching interests invest in purposeful work, relationship-building, use of loose parts, scientific inquiry through charting, story-sharing and making bread with children.  Liz has authored several articles on early childhood and is a contributing writer to Emergent Curriculum in Early Childhood Settings (Redleaf Press: July 2008) and The Unscripted Classroom (Redleaf Press: May 2011).





Haley Bishop Rockwood – Lead Teacher


Haley Bishop joined the Stepping Stones team in Fall (2013). Haley has a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the School Museum of Fine Arts, Boston and Tufts University. Haley has been a nanny and working artist for the past five years in Burlington.  She is excited to put her education in art to use in the field of child development here at Stepping Stones.  Haley’s imaginative style works well with young children as they learn about the world we live in.  In 2009, Haley spent a summer in Seattle working with children at Thrive Art School.  When she isn’t working with children or creating art, she spends time searching for inspiration with her family and friends.  Recently, Haley has been dedicating her time to community painting projects which will be on display around Burlington.








Dawn Irwin – Lead Teacher


Dawn has been teaching at Stepping Stones since 2012. Dawn has an Associate’s Degree in Liberal Studies and a Child Development Associate Certification. Her long term goal is to return to school and receive her Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education. Dawn worked primarily with infants, but now finds that working in our multi-age classroom is right where she has always wanted to be! She loves being able to watch our children learn and grow in the way they choose and not being limited by a prescribed curriculum handbook. Dawn is passionate about music and loves singing and introducing new songs into the Steppers catalog. She lives with her husband, Dave, their son, Lincoln, and their two dogs, Rocco and Toby. She loves spending time with her family, the outdoors, and spends as much time as possible hiking, camping, and taking her dogs to find new places to explore!





Robin Ploof, Ph.D. – Founder


Robin is the owner and founder of Stepping Stones (1988).  She has been working in service to families and children since 1981.  Retiring from Stepping Stones directorship she is now the Program Director for the Master of Education at Champlain College. She is also one of five literacy trainers in the state for the Vermont Council on the Humanities Never Too Early and Early Birds and Bookworms programs.  Robin received her PhD from Walden University with a specialization in Early Childhood. While Robin is not currently teaching at the school, she is actively connected in consultation with the Director.


 





Rachel Shelly – Lead Teacher


Rachel Shelley has an Associate’s Degree in Early Childhood Education from CCV. She spent eight years at home with her two sons. She was excited to join the Stepping Stones community last year and is delighted to be back. She enjoys exploring science and math with children. She is passionate about walking and biking and enjoys living in the south end. 








